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1 . IT HAS INDEED BEEN FRUSTRATING TO GET BACK 
NOTHING FROM FAHMY EXCEPT REITERATIONS OF EGYPTIAN 
SUSPICIIONS ABOUT OUR RELATIONSHIP TO SYRIAN ROLE IN 
LEBANON. THIS, UNFORTUNATELY, HAS BEEN A FACT OF LIFE 
HERE AND SHOWS LETTLE SIGN OF ABATING. AS I HAVE 
PREVIOUSLY INDICATED, ONLY WAY TO ASSUAGE CURRENT 
EGYPTIAN SUSPICIONS OF SYRIA IS IF ASAD STOPS 
ATTACKING SINAI II AND ATTIRBUTING LEBANESE CHAOS TO 
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SINAI II AND ITS SIGNER, SADAT. THAT, I AM SURE, IS 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


NOT CURRENTLY IN THE CARDS. 

2. 1 AGREE THAT MY TALK OF APRIL 21 WITH FAHMY, 

BASED ON YOUR MESSAGE CONTAINED IN STATE 95617, WAS 
THE FIRST TIME HE SHOWED ANY REAL INTEREST IN A 
SERIOUS DIALOGUE. IN DOING SO, HE MADE NO BONES ABOUT 
HIS CONTINUING SKEPTISM OF OUR ROLE VIS-A-VIS THE 
SYRIANS, BUT THIS WAS TO BE EXPECTED. IN MY 
JUDGEMENT, REASON FOR HIS SLIGHTLY GREATER FORTH- 
COMINGNESS WAS THAT APRIL 21 MESSAGE HAD A LITTLE 
MORE MEAT THAN MOST OF THOSE WE PREVIOUSLY SENT HIM. 

WE HAVE WORKED WITH FAHMY LONG ENOUGH BY NOW THAT WE 
SHOULD KNOW MDCE RECEIPT OF A MESSAGE RARELY 
SATISFIES HIM. TO DO THAT, THE MESSAGE MUST SAY 
SOMETHING. AS YOU KNOW, HE HAS COMPLAINED THAT MANY 

OF OUR MESSAGES ARE LARGELY "COMPOSITION) 

EXERCISES. ON ONE OCCASION, TOO, HE SAID TO ME THAT 
HE GETS MORE OUT OF READING THE NEWSPAPERS THAN HE 
DOES FROM SOMEOF THE MESSAGES WE SEND HIM. FOR 
REASONS THAT I AM SURE WERE PERFECTLY VALID, THE 
MESSAGES WE SENT HIM ON THE EUROPEAN TRIP WERE LEAN 
PICKINGS AS REGARDS SUBSTANTIVE CONTENT. FAHMY IS 
TOO SMART NOT TO NOTICE THIS AND, WHENEVER 
IT HAPPENS, HIS INNATE SUSPICIONS ARE AROUSED. 

3. 1 HAVE THUS FAR BEEN UNABLE TO GET FAHMY TODAY, 

EITHER AT HIS HOME OR AT HIS OFFICE. IT IS 

FRIDAY AND HE MAY BE OUT. IF I CANNOT GET HIM 
TODAY, I WILL DELIVER LATEST MESSAGE TOMORROW. I 
THINK HE WILL BE PLEASED WITH IT. IT PROVIDES THE 
KIND OF DETAIL ABOUT OUR EVALUATION OF LEBANON AND 
OUR ACTIVITIES THAT HE LIKES. HE MAY NOT AGREE 
WITH ALL OF OUR VIEWS, BUT HE WILL APPRECIATE OUR CANDOR 
AND TRY TO RECIPROCATE. BUT WE SHOULD NOT EXPECT TOO 
MUCH. AS FAR AS I CAN TELL, THE EGYPTIAN ASSESSMENT 
OF WHAT SHOULD BE DONE ABOUT LEBANON REMAINS LARGELY 
PAROCHIAL AND TACTICAL. IT IS DICTATED MORE BY 
ANTI-SYRIAN CONSIDERATIONS THAN ANY OVERWHELMING 
CONCERN ABOUT STOPPING THE LEBANESE BLOODLETTING. 
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